[image: image1.jpg]Far from the main line, Arkansas photographers sought fo document
every one of Missouri Pacific’s cab-unit passenger diesels
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[image: image2.jpg]Pure and vintage Missouri Pacific,train No. 125 crises majestically over
Frog Bayou between Alma and Van Buren, Ark. (top lef), not far from our
hometown of Fort Smith, on September 13, 1958, with four heawwelght

blue-and:ray cars and an attractive Alco PA up front, it big eagle gleam-

between Kansas City and Litde Rock
This was a trek of some 525 mils
most if not all of it on jointed rail in
block-signal, train-order temitory.

Fortunately for my project, the
trains called at MoPac riverside depot
in daylight in both directions (at least
in summer): 12:42 p.m. westbound and
620 pm. eastbound. The noontime
train was in good light during the win-
ter months, and the evening train was
the target of choice during summer

One bit of good luck was tied 1o
Missouri Pacifict locomotive assign-
ment_policies of the period. Engines
were not regularly assigned o any one
train; rather, they were maintained in a
pool in ever-changing patiems of us.
Thus we in Fort Smith had a fair shot
at seeing anything on the passer
diesel roster—with one troublesome ex-
ception—if we just kept going down to
the depot often enough.

Noting this rotation of power, we
@almost_every other railroad fan in
town shared in this project at one point
or another) determined to photograph

every one of the aforementioned 59
units. We were all aware that the single
exception would be the 7100, a unique
unit with an E6A carbody but only one
1000 h.p. engine inside instead of the
normal owo. This was Electro-Motive
Division’s AA model (AA6 to the Mo-
a counterpart to Rock Island’ two
ABG, which had the same machinery
as a siandard E6 but lacked conven-
tional cabs and thercfore the. long
snouts of the carly E-unit carbodics.
The 7100 was known to be perma-
nently assigned to the lttle Dela Eagle
over on the other side of Arkansas, and
not likely, by virtue of that duty and its
meager horsepower, ever to appear on
Nos. 125-126. Apart from this oddity,
all the other cagle-bedecked passenger
units were fair game and would appear
in front of a camera in Fort Smith
sooner or later
Ukept a list. One by one, T would
check off the numbers as unit afier unit
was commitied 10 film. To do this, 1
useda truly eclectic variety of cameras
secondhand postcard-size Kodaks; a

e sun. On a gray March 27, 1960, E8 7020 exits the Arkansas-
River bridgo with train 125 (above). This was the last day of serice for
the Kansas CitFort Smithiittle Rock run, and by the end of the decade,
the brdge also would be gone, 2 vieti f a iver navgation project,

borrowed 4x5 Grafles; two Kodak 616
Monitor folding cameras; and a twin-
lens reflex copied by Ansco from ex.
pired Rolleiflex patents.

Under the limitations of scrounging
rides to the depot, finding time in a
normal high-school schedule, waiting
for the rain (0 stop, and a thousand
other impediments, 1 and my friends
achieved our aim in about two y
Our work was justin time, 100, s Mis-
souri Pacific pulled the plug on our lt-
e train at the spring timetable change
in 1960. Thus did the window of op-
portunity close 1o just a crack—St
Louis, Kansas City, or Little Rock be-
came the preferred venues for eagle-
hunting, and we could not go there on
just any old afteroon.

An aside about a neighbor, please
Observant readers will note, in the
background of a couple of these photos
al MoPac’s depot, Pullman-green pas-
senger cquipment of our towns other
passenger railroad, the St. Louis-San
Francisco. “The Friscos” station and dic
vision office building stood dircetly op-
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[image: image3.jpg]Rarest ofthe agle E units wre th four “Slantosed” motels~two E3K's
and two E6N's purchase, along with Ihtwelght tralnsets, by the MoPac

for what became t trademark Eagl sence. Representing this 1940 gor-
eration s EGA 7003, uit a5 part o two EGAB ses) n October 1941, for
th St. Louis Dener Colorado Eagle. Long sinco remaed from tat preier
raln for more mundane dutis, 003 s backing No. 126 o the we at the

posite Missouri Pacifics more modest
structure. In this period, Fort Smith
also saw just one Frisco Lrain cach way
a day, originating in Paris, Texas, and
joining the Lawion, Okla.-SL. Louis Me
feor at Monett, Mo., (o the west of
Springfield. Service south to Paris ter-
minated during the course of our Mis-
souri Pacific eagle-hunting activities,
but the Fort Smith-Monetl scgment
survived. We dubbed it “the Meteorite.”

Standing on the outbound leg of the wye, train
125 s il loading mal and express on 3 June
1857 day. In charge is one of Missouri Pacfi's
14 E7A', the most numeraus of its postwar.
EMD E urit models, acquired gradually during
184548, The portholed side panels on the E7's
(including the 8 E7B's)are a MoPac hallmark, a
signature item in Raymond Loewy's design of
the road's first streaniline, the 1940 Eagle (-
named Missoui River Eagle in 1941) that
Tinked St Louis, Kansas City, and Omaha, and
its two E3N's 7000 and 7001. MoPac, and affi
iate Texas & Pacific, continued to speciaborder
portholes on their E7's, eschewing EMD's stan-
dard rectangular windows. When EMD inro-
duced the successor S, it adopted portholes as
standard
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AUMonett, the Fort Smith-St. Louis
sleeping car was tacked onto the rear of
the easthound Meteor, and its counter-
part car was removed from the west-
bound Meteor for the return to Fort
Smith, The standard Meteorite consist
was four cars: a green heavyweight ex-
press car; a baggage-RPO combination,
a coach, and a River-series 14-4 sleeper.

Frisco’s top passenger power, 23 E
units, had their own cachet by virtue of

stop in August 58, Trans arrved in Fort Smith over a d-mie
branch from the main line at Greenwood Junction, OKia.,crossed the Ar-
Kansas River on a bridge, and wyed into the station so as to head out ver
the same bridge and retrace thlr route to the junction This branch had an
early CTC installtion so the swing into Fort Smith was not as fime-con-
suming as it would have been i allthe switches had to be thrown by hand.

being painted red and named after fa-
mous horses, but we couldn't shoot the
horses the way we shot the eagles. As a
rule, the red-and-gold horses would
stray only occasionally from Frisco’s
fast_tracks—the St. Louis-Oklahoma
City-Lawion, St. Louis-Memphis, and
Kansas City-Memphis Birmingham main
lines—and the Fort Smith rain usually
had one or two of Frisco’s dozen black.
and-yellow, dual-purpose FPTS, or on
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(OMPLIMENTS ARE DUE the Missouri Pacifc Rairoad, post facto,
fo sticking vt its gorious aluminum eagle decoration on
diesel noses after th first two Eagle streamiiners of the early 1940's.

A key element in designer Raymond Loewy's "look” or the orginal
1940 trainsets, the metal eagle adormed not only the noses o their
ES's, 7000 and 7001, but aso the rounded rear end of the pariorob-
servation cars, 750 and T51. An important detailto note i that the
ES's, and MoPac's two EGS on the 1942 Colorado Eagle, lacked
nose doors, o those it eagle were onepiece decorations. The
later ET', E8's, and Alco PAS all had nose doors, tequiring the eagle
be a threeiece item.

A0 of note s what these metl eagles “carried on theirbreast”
ifyou will: the vielHnown circular Missouri Pacifc Lnes “buzzsaw”
logo. Tis was not quie alvays the case, for the eagles on Texas &Pa-
cifcs 10 E7A5 and 8 E8Ks wore
T89's diamond emblem. More-
over, soon after the Colorado
Eage it th road, the eagles on
the noses of EBHS 7002 and
7003 catied a buzzsaw with the
rain name. The two partcpating
rallioads’ names were spelled
out below the wings: Missouri P
cifc on the engineer's side of the
nose, Rio Grande on the fre-
man's side. This changed afer
the war when MP got more E
units and began to take advan-

Having just completed ts backup mave down the cross leg of t

7014 i pullng forward on the outhound portion and will make is station
stop in about two car-engtths. When it does, a mountain of mall waits to

e loade. This s the shortest regular consist: one RPO-oxpress car, ono

‘combination haggage.coach, and one cuach. When MoPac's small fieetof

The “Eaglet” met the big bid at Union, Nebr. (abovel; the “buzzsaw” on
the Colorado Eagle’s EG's nose decorations (eft) caried the train name.

tage of the diesel' flexbility by assigning various units to the train,
and the E6's nose eagles then got the standard “Missouri Pacific
Lines” buzzsaw.

Remarkably, several eagles, on both E's and PAs, sunvived the re-
paintng of their unis nto the 1960's "Dowing Jenks era” sold blue,
and a fou eagles, including on EGA No. 11 and at leastone PA, still
adomed noses of units aftr they were gven new twoigit identiica
tions (44479 for the Alcos) in the 1962 system renumbering program

Finaly, there was one more MoPac passenger conveyance wearing
eagles: American Car & Foundry streamlined motor car 670 (above).
Afectonately dubbed the *Eaglet” and also syed, inside and out, by
Loew, this doublended car-yes it sorte an eagle on each end—
was built in March 1942 to serve as the Union-Lincoln, Nebr., branch-
line connection to the mainine steaminer. Patterned after 1940 cars
for the New York, Susquehana & Western, MoPac 670 moved south
in the mid50's to replace A 7100 on the old Delta Eagle un, and
was not scrapped unti 1960.~J. Davd Ingles

fourcar st, The bridge viibl i highway crossing of the Arkansas River.
MoPac’s bidge, once a combination rakanthighway brdge before the
picture road bridge was buit, is parlll to it at the point where the wye.
track 7011 is entering mests it other leg~about 100 yards to th loft.
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[image: image5.jpg]1 did notfuly appreciate how fortunate | was to undertake my “shoot 'em  the time | undertook my MoPac project, most of the Katy PA's were rust-
all” project on the Missouri Paciic untl much lter. Where else would  ing hulks n the weeds at the Parsons (Kans shop. In soft evening light,
Alco’s handsome PA's outnumber END's more common s In that part f  the sight o that famous nose with the stanless-steel cagle emblazoned

the world? Certaily not on the Frsco-it had no Alco passenger units.  upon it was truly impressive. Train 126 Is under the guldance of PAL 800¢
‘The MissourtKansas Texas, over in Oklahoma, had them aplenty, but by in mid-July 1957, and I checked one more number off the “wanted lst.

The appearance in Fot Smith of  PA that we'd not already pho-
tographed moved us to hrolc measures, even if conditions were.
ot quite dea for photography. Tis portrltof No. 8005 re-
uired the servces of  No. 5 Syia fashbulb (about the size
of a 150watt incandescent) and a tipod. And as a bonus, we've
also caught the engineer ascending to his throne to gude train
126 out of town. It was early March 1957, pitch dark, and ran-
ing-but we could mark one more unit off th ls,
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The noantime cal of No. 125 was the oy one i daylightin midwinter, and on
Christmas Day 1956, it has drawn one of the finakorder PA'. MoPac hought the
18 units of this 1952 group saely hecause they cou be defivered quicly, where-
as EMD was stil working about a year behind orders. Further, MP wanted lrge
steangenerator capacity, because it tll operated many steamcjotor arcondi-
toning systems on lder olling tock and needed s much steam in midsummer
a5 it did n midwinte . . and Alco provied trl herac holr capacities in it
fastincarnation of the PA model Thse are the unts persistenty called “PA3's” by
some, thaugh thy are in act st DL-304 specificaion and thus model PAZ, de-
spie the simpified grile and tim package that might sugest a change of model.
Inside, ll s still s t was: 2250 h.p. from a 1624 prime mover. Al this aside,
8021 was a true Chiistmas present-another unit of the “wanted" lst.




[image: image6.jpg]Raising dust and commotion though the stockyards at West Fort Smith, branch hetween the Arkansas Rive and Greenwood Junction o a brisk

‘OKla., MoPac PA 8025—seenth of the final order of 18—and the four<ar  March noontime

1960, justa few days before the end of the servce.

consist of No. 125 are smaking along over the CTC-rotected 4mile The river brdge itset i vsible above the stockpens at the left,

occasion an E unit and an FP7.

(There was one period of exception,
but by then I was up north at college.
For a short time into fall 1960, Frisca.
assigned two E75 1o the Fort Smith.
Monett and Monett-Wichita trains, and
alter the latter was discontinued, the
Fort Smith train got stcam-generator-
equipped GP7, which were, of course,
black. When the train began running
through Monett and on to Springfield,
the FPTS returned.)

Itis hardly necessary to belabor the
point that not only are the MoPac
trains and locomotives with the big ca-
gles long gone, but so is the MoPac
Fort Smith depot, the Arkansas River
bridge and branch line by which the
trains reached it, and of course, the
Missouri Pacific Railroad itself.

All are one with the snows of yester-
year, B

Tt

The penultimate E unit on Wissouri Pacific’s roster drew the melancholy assignment of powering
the final run oftrain 125 from Little Rock to Kansas Ciy. A reired engner has come down to
reminisce with the crew before MoPac's Fort Smith depot fals silent foreer. It s a gloomy March
27,1960, and no such eagleshooting project wil be undertaken by anyone in Fort Smith again.
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