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DOWN AT THE DEPOT

The Texas car was built in April, 1902,
by the Pullman Palace Car Company as a 70
ft. composite business car No. 100. It was
one of three (100-1200-1599) executive
coaches on the roster of the St. Louis,
Memphis, and Southeastern Railroad Company
when it was acquired by the St. Louis and
San Francisco Railroad Co. in 1907.
Existing records seem to suggest that the
No. 100 car may have been the first business
car built exclusively for the St. L.M. & S.,
which was incorporated in January, 1902.

Its interior design was similar to the
standard floor plan of other Frisco business
cars. It had a kitchen, crew quarters,
secretary's room, dining room, three state
rooms, and a lounge on the observation end
of the car.

In April, 1947, the number 100 was
changed to No. 2, and in February, 1948, it
was again re-munbered No. 4, to allow
rebuilt diner No. 645 (the Tennessee) to
enter the executive fleet as business car
No. 2. One year later, February 8, 1949, it
was once again re-numbered, this time to No.
14. This third and final number change made
available the No. 4 slot for rebuilt diner
No. 648 (the Springfield), placed in service
in February of the same year. In June,
1954, the car was assigned the name Texas,
which it carried until 1958 when it was sold
to a private individual.

The Texas car was apparently used on a
frequent basis prior to 1948 even though
existing records do not indicate its
specific assignments. Between July, 1948,
and October, 1950, it saw limited service as
an extra stationed in St. Louis, MO. In
November, 1950, it was assigned to
Superintendent of Safety R.P. Hamilton, and
served in that capacity until 1957 when it
was placed in storage.

ABOUT THE COVER: One of the most famous and
popu l ar artistic renditions of life on the
Frisco Line is featured on this month's
cover. While the exact date of the drawing
and the original artist is unknown, the
picture can be dated as depicting a time
period between 1896 and 1916, the twenty
year period that the corporate name of the
Frisco was the St. Louis and San Francisco
Railroad Company. The cover print was taken
from the "Frisco Centennial Year," a
booklet published for the Frisco Veterans'
Reunion held in St. Louis, June 27-29, 1960.

In 1847, fourteen years following the
establishment of Greene County in Southwest
Missouri and forty years before the arrival
of the first train, a rural post office was
established in as area that would later
become known as "Bois D' Arc, MO."
(pronounced bow-dark) It is believed that
the name originated from French explorers
who discovered a type of strong and pliable
hedge tree that was used by local Indians to
make their bows. (Bois D' Arc is French for
wood of the bows)

In 1872, the post office was moved
approximately two miles southwest of its
original location close to the proposed
route of a new railroad being planned
between Springfield and Ash Grove. Three
years later, the Springfield and Western
Missouri Railroad Co. was incorporated and
by 1878, the line was in operation. It was
also in 1878 that the first depot in Bois D'
Arc was built.
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The Bois D' Arc combination station was
a 52 ft. x 16 ft. frame structure built on a
foundation of wood blocks. It had a pitch
roof, 2"x6" walls, a 14'6" ceiling and
boards and battens siding. Heat was
provided by a wood stove, lighting was oil
lamps, and sanitary facilities were provided
by outside toilets. The east end of the
depot had a large freight and baggage room
separated from the west end waiting room by
a small agent's office that also served as
the telegraph office for the community. A
large cinder and gravel platform extended
approximately 20 ft. from the station with a
timber curb along the track. According to a
local historian, 	 one could purchase a
round-trip ticket from Bois D 	 Arc to
Springfield for five cents.

The depot served the traveling needs of
the community for seventy-two years, until
1950 when it was replaced with a smaller
12'x20' structure. 	 With the steady decline
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